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This Week 


The Theatre Collection of the NY 
Public Library, 42nd St and 5th Ave, 
made tentative plans to moveto the 
Library-Musuem at the Lincoln Center 
for the Performing Arts, The Library 
announced that providing financial city 
and private arrangements can be made 
it will transfer most of its theatre,dance 
and music collections to the proposed 
building at 65th St and Amsterdam Ave, 
The building is scheduled for complet- 
ion in June 1963. 


Plays 


Redhead vacations July 6, -ll, 
La Plume de Ma Tante July 6-Aug 3 
... West Side Story whose tour opens 
July 1 in Denver plans to return to NY 
after a 6 month stand in Chicago... 
A Taste of Honey by Shelagh Delaney 
to open Sept 8 at Lyceum, making it for 
the moment the season's opener ... 
Duel of Angels , Christopher Fry's ad- 
aptation of Jean Giraudoux drama dir- 
ected by Jose Quintero with Vivien Leigh 
due in Sept at Coronet ... Walter Reilly 
joins Dore Schary as co-producer of 
The Highest Tree... Caprice , Luccienne 
Hill's adaptation of Armand Salacrou's 
comedy, which was due Oct 14, has been 
postponed indefinitely because of film 
commitments of Louis Jourdan. ..Odd 
Man In , three character comedy by 
Robin Maugham, to be presented in NY 
with Ann Sheridan after a 30 week tour 
starting Aug 10 at La Jolla, Calif. 


Players 


Hal March and Lee Grant took 
over from Dana Andrews and Anne Ban- 
Croft in the two character Two for The 
Seesaw June 29.,.Thelma Ritter won 
title role of Mrs. 'Arris Goes to Paris 
musical by Howard Dietz-Howard Teich- 
mann-Arthur Schwartz based on novel 
by Paul Gallico due Dec 17 at Alvin... 
Pamela Brown joins Heartbreak House 
..-Howard Smith and Harry Bannister 
added to The Gang's All Here ...Ruth 

White to have a featured role in Warm 
Peninsula... William Norton, a theatre 
manager and company manager, died at 
age 73. 


Playhouses 


Wilbur Theatre, Boston, leased 
by Samuel Schwartz, who operates the 
St James, New York, and other houses. 
It will be refurbished... Erlanger Thea- 
tre, Chicago, may be razed to make way 
for a proposed Civic Centre. 


Special Events 


Unveiling of the George M Cohan 
statue in Duffy Square, originally planned 
for July 3, has been postponed until fall, 
because too many of the professionals, 
who wanted to participate, were out of 
town,..Ethel Barrymore memorial ser- 
vice was held at St Malacy's Church, 
sponsored by Catholic Actors Guild and 
Lambs Club, 


The Cave of Macphelah-Living 
6/30. Living Theatre Productions pre- 
sents Paul Goodman verse drama dir- 
ected by Julian Beck with Judith Malina, 
Philip Huston, Dina Paisner, to be pre- 
sented in repertory with Many Loves, 


The Merry Wives of Windsor- 
Stratford, Conn, Shakespeare Festival 
7/8. Second program in season's re- 


petory. Postponed from July 8, new 
opening is at 3 PM matinee. 


Theatre Film Notes 


Carl Reiner joins film cast of 
The Gazebo joining Glenn Ford and 
Debbie Reynolds. 


Theatre Record Notes 


Billy Barnes Revue original 
cast album to be made by Decca, to 
be released July 25. 


Theatre Book Notes 


"The Neighborhood Playhouse" 
by Alice Lewisohn Crowley, with an 
introduction by Joseph Wood Krutch 
to be published by Theatre Arts Books 
in Oct. 


London 


London Company organized by 
Alexander Cohen for the purpose of 
acquiring West End productions for 
Broadway presentation, It will not 
produce plays, as such, but will develop 
properties to the point where other pro- 
ducing groups will take over. 


Stratford, Ontario, Shakespeare 
Festival season opens with As You 
Like It June 29 and Othello June 30. 
This season's company includes Doug- 
las Campbell, Douglas Rain, Irene 
Worth, Frances Hyland... Cambridge, 
Mass, Drama Festival opens July 9 
with Twelfth Night at new 2000 out- 
door Arts Center Theatre on banks 
of Charles River. Cast includes Sio- 
bhan McKenna, Zachary Scott, Fritz 
Weaver, Fred O'Neal. 


NY Shakespeare Festival pro- 
duction of Julius Caesar due Aug 3 
seeking Staats Cotsworth and George 
C.Scott for leading roles, $20,000 
gifts to prepare site have been for- 
mally accepted by Board of Estimate, 
while Papp himself is seeking $21, 000 
to mount and run the production for 3 
weeks, 


NY Park Dept has announced 
how the $20,000 gift will be used, In- 
cluded are items for--an aluminum 
chain fence to enclose the Central 
Park area, repairing and painting the 
stage, building several stage wings, 
installing a drinking fountain, renting 
chairs and benches for the bleachers. 


Off Broadway 


Cast of Characters closed after 
15 performances... Billy Barnes Revue 
to present 7 and 10 PM Sat perform - 
ances... Leave It to Jane presenting 
3 and 6 PM Sun performances, with 
$2 tickets for youngsters under l6 if 
accompanied by an adult ...E, W. 
Smith, listed as director of The Drunk- 
ard ,is actually the leading Player 
and producer Matt Conley... Chester 
Doherty has joined The Crucible... 
Dan Resin has replaced Allen Case, 


Once Upon a Mattress. 


Summer of the 17th Doll will 
be revived by Sidney Bernstein Oct 5 
at Players, Alan Schneider director. 
Bernstein also plans to revive next 
season Flahooley...Mona Lisa, a 
new play by Anna Gordon, to be pre- 
sented in Oct by Patricia Newhall 
...All the King's Men by Robert 
Penn Warren , revised since its 
1940 little theatre presentations , 
will be produced in Oct by Mark 
Schoenberg-Arnold Brockman-Iris 
Michaels. 


Phoenix Theatre has enrolled 
9030 subscribers and thus passed 
the 9000 needed to get the two sub- 
sidies of $75,000 each over a three 
year period from the Avalon and Old 
Dominion Foundations. The season 
will open Oct 5 with The Great God 
Brown. 


Summer Playhouses 


NY Theatre-in-the-Park open- 
ing week program includes --Andre 
Aglevsky's Ballet Divertissements 
with Andre Eglevsky, Melissa Hay - 
den, Lupe Serrano July 15-17..."An 
Operetta Evening" with Jan Kiepura 
and Marta Eggerth July 18,... Jose 
and Ampara Iturbi in a "Two Piano 
Concert" July 19...Helen Hayes has 
added another week in A Adventure 
July 28 at Bristol, Pa. Playhouse, fo - 
lowing July 20 at Nyack, NY. 


Summer theatre tryouts this 
week include--Dig We Must a new 
revue by Ira Wallach and David Bak- 
er at East Hampton, NY ... Hilary 
by Gerald Savory with Joan Fontaine 
at §Sacandaga, NY... Law and Mr Si- 
mon- by Julie Berns with Menasha 
Skulnik at Haddonfield, NJ... Piece 
of Blue Sky by Frank Corsaro with 
Shelley Winters at Myrtle Beach, SC 
+«+Red Letter Day by Andrew Rosen- 
thal with Gloria Swanson at Andover, 


NJ... Voice of the Whirlwind by Pat 
Hale at Abington, Va. 


Yiddish Theat re 


Molly Picon to star in The 
Kosher Widow opening in Oct at 
Anderson Theatre, Her husband 
Jacob Kalish to co-star and write 
book, score by Sholom Secunda. 


Yep 


DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


Song of Norway- Jones Beach Marine Theatre 6/25. 
7 pros including 4 raves filed on Guy Lombardo-Leomrd 
Ruskin production of Robert Wright-Goerge Forrest oper- 
etta based on Grieg life and music presented for second 
season at 8000 seat outdoor amphitheatre. Raves filed by 
Mirror, Herald Tribune, Journal American,and World 
Telegram-Sun appraisers, while others had minor reser- 
vations on the book and score, but none on the sheer spec- 
tacular aspects. Magnificent revival of a thrilling and 
tuneful show presented by cast of 155 with a richness and 
liveliness that made it seem even better than it looked and 
sounded last summer, cheered Gleason, Herald Tribune, An 
exquisite extravaganza that also rings with melody and mirth, 
agrees Gilbert, Mirror. Show cannot be too highly recom- 
mended, heaven on water, if not on earth, a tender gay mus- 
ical, one of the most enchanting productions on the NY scene, 
raved Ellis, WTS. Best attraction yet presented at Jones 
Beach and might easily be about the most lavish and satis- 
factory extravaganza presented outdoors anywhere with an 
exceptional cast ,concluded McClain, Journal American. 
Brenda Lewis, Helena Scott, John Reardon, William Olvis, 
Sig Arno were approved by all, as was the new direction 
this season of Richard Barstow. All critics noted that open- 
ing night's proceedings were actually aided by a heavy fog, 
nature made, that made show more realistic. In a slightly 
milder tone Calta, Times, okayed the music as delectable, 
the cast for singing with gusto and finesse and the choral 
numbers for being excellently intergrated, still good sum- 
mer fare. McHarry, News, felt that as an operetta it is a 
weak sister-vapid, corney with no dramatic merit, but as 
a spectacular it's an extravaganza to end extravaganzas. 
The show has more small craft than the Allies had for the 
invasion of Normandy, News critic reported. Johnson, Post, 
feared that the folk-like charm of last season's production 
was bypassed by the director in favor of a stepped-up pace, 
though judged by the lagoon it is a spectacle which is far 
more feast than famine. 


Hell'z- A-Splashin-Flushing Meadows Park Amphi- 
theatre 6/24. 2 mild pros-Mirror, Post-and 5 cons-filed 
on George Hamid's vaudeville-water show featuring Ole 
Olsen and Chic Johnson. Gilbert, Mirror, enjoyed the even- 
ing, especially Olsen and Johnson's old tricks of knocking 
‘em dead with daffiness. Herridge, Post, approved of this 
edition as a notable improvement over last season's "Aqua- 
circus", current item fitting suitably into that category of 
good-variety-entertainment-for-the- family on a-hot-night . 
But majority could find little fun and/or theatre in the 
proceedings. Gelb, Times, okayed it as a carnival and 
for children and tired business men who are too tired to 
see World of Suzie Wong, but others were advised to stay 
home and catch up with their sleep. Gleason, Herald Trib- 
une, enjoyed the Olsen and Johnson material when they 
first did it on the Keith-Albee circuit during the 1930's, 
and reported they did it better then than today, Silver, 
News, summed up the show as an unfortunately watered- 
down version of their riotous old Hellzapoppin , which 
might surpass for an innocent evening of fun on a summer 
evening. Turkel, World Telegram & Sun, also noted that 
current production spread plenty of corn, but not enough 
for a laugh-hungry audience to eat. McClain, Journal Am- 
erican, agreed with Gleason who noted that vaudeville show 
itself was put together poorly resulting in a spotty and only 
occasionally rewarding affair. 


NY Critic in London 


If John Osborne's new musical The World of Paul 
Slickley is really the "show they tried to kill", Watts, 
Post, after viewing it in London admits "they" were mercy 
slayers... Brendan Behan's The Hostage is the most per- 
suasive evidence yet advanced that he actually might turn 
out to be the literary heir of Synge and O'Casey, Post critic 
commented, Ardent Irish nationalist though he is, he can 
mock his country's frailties with the sardonic humor of 
Ireland's most cherished writers....The most pleasant 
feature of London playgoing to Watts is the feeling that 
the audiences are present because they love the theatre 
and not because they are obligated to see the latest hit. 


THEATRE 
BOOK 


COMMENTS 


"The Elder Statesman" by T.S, Eliot (Farrar, Straus- 
Cudahy $3.75) performs an enormous service for younger 
playwrights in proving that theatrical verse need not conceal 
itself behind protective draperies of any sort, applauds Kerr, 
Herald Tribune. The play, which he would like to see presented 
here, also has caught something of the genuine dramatist's flair 
for finding the meaning in the action and not in the comment, 


"Not In Front of the Children" by Henry Sherek (Hein- 
emann $2.94) is an interesting, lightly written autobiography 
by the British producer, okays Rich, Variety. Sherek fulfills 
a dual role in the West End Theatrical scene. He is an impres- 
ario of taste, imagination and daring. He is a bon viveur with a 
tremendous appetite for life, a witty raconteur and a man of in- 
fectious enthusiasm. All these qualities emerge from the pages 
of his book, 


THEATRE 
RECORD 


COMMENTS 


Gypsy original cast album (Columbia $4.95) rated by 
both Watt, News, and Herm, Variety,as a solo triumph for 
Ethel Merman, Result is a dynamic recital in which she 
rises to such heights of intensity in "Rose's Turn" that the 
record machine seems in danger of splitting, states News 
music editor, Trade paper mugg also added that her socko 
"Rose's Turn" number is a closer that's hard to forget. 


Once Upon a Mattress original cast album (Kapp ) 
billed as a light-hearted and pleasing item that will appeal 
mainly to those familiar with the show, Variety reviewer 


believes, It's a worthwhile step mainly because of its show- 
casing a bright new composing talent in Mary Rodgers. 


London Records release of the Marlowe Society 
Shakespeare recordings- Othello, Julius Caesar, As You 
Like It , and Coriolanus - are complete, uncut versions of 
the plays directed by George Rylands, The unbilled cast 
presents the plays quiet and clear in voices well modulated, 
commented Lask, Times, Though priced too high for the 
average theatre collector, the reviewer recommended the 
albums as a challenging project for PTA groups, and a 


welcome addition to every English department with a long- 
play machine. 


SUMMER 


THEATRE 


EVENTS 


Summer theatre productions of interest this week 
include--- 


NY- The Mousetrap by Agatha Christie at Blauvelt... 
Springtime for Henry with Edward Everett Horton at Nyack 


+++Peg O My Heart at Port Washington... Blue Denim at Wood- 
stock, 


NJ- The Moon Is Blue with Henry Fonda at Fort Lee... 
The Loud Red Patrick with Pat O'Brien at Jutland...A Moon 
for the Msi begotten at Middlesex... Playboy of the Western 
World at Princeton, 


Penn-Clutterbuck at Allentown...Maybe Tuesday at Boil— 
ing Springs... Lullaby at Erie...The Enchanted Cottage at Fay- 
etteville.,.A View From the Bridge with Luther Adler at Phil- 


adelphia Playhouse inthe Park... Ladies Night in a Turkish 
Bath at Reading. 


Conn-The Desperate Hours at Storrs...The Caine Mutiny 
Court Martial with William Bendix, Mark Stevens at Wallingford. 


Mass--Biography with Faye Emerson at Dennis.,.The 
Lesson-Jack at Medford.,.The Hairy Ape at Provincetown... 
Time Remembered with Cathleen Nesbitt at Stockbridge ... 
Much Ado About Nothing with Rosemary Harris at Wellesley. 
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GREEN 
ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


SEASON RATED...Everything considered , McHarry, News, 


admits he had more fun this season Off Broadway than 
on Broadway. He likes the off Broadway imagination, 
vigor, spirit, friendliness. Rarely is it amateurish,most 
thoroughly professional, but at the same time it is not 
overpowering. News reviewer wishes Off Broadway was 
better known, both to out-of-towners and New Yorkers, 
for many of the shows have deserved more than mere 
critical acclaim...The Broadway season produced a 
few notable dramas but it lacked the freshness and en- 
thusiasm of the seasons when the theatre is in its best 
form, rates Atkinson, Times. Everything good this sea- 
son seems like an isolated phenomenon with no relation 
to the theatre as a whole. As an institution, the theatre 
is tired, The public has meekly flocked to the hits, it 
has not encouraged the producers who have ventured 
off the beaten track, Times reviewer concluded. 


COLUMN TIPS...Biggest real estate scramble in years is 


taking place in Times Square with producers dickering 
to buy 42nd St "grind" houses to shelter their fall shows, 
hears Winchell, Mirror...Cyril Ritchard may star next 
season in a musical version of "Oliver Twist" reports 
Walker, News... Yonkers Raceway would like someone 

to present a series of open-air Greek revivals there, 
notes Coleman, Mirror. 


ARTS COMMISSION PRO... It is time the US government 


adopted a proposal, such as approved by a House Ed- 
ucation and Labor sub-committee, to create a Federal 
Advisory Commission on the Arts, urges Times edit- 
orial. It would be a proclamation of our government's 
faith that our people understand the value of the arts 
in a modern state. 


BARD GIFTS...Private gifts of $10,000 each from Edward 


Bernays Foundation and Louis Anspacher Foundation 
to insure the NY Shakespeare Festival productions in 
Central Park deserve the public's gratitude, comments 
World Telegram & Sun editorial... Mirror editorial 
asks if these gifts are exempt from Federal taxation. 
Paper states that the productions are erroneously re- 
ferred to as ''Free Shakespeare" , while the fact is that 
collections are taken up and donations solicited. 


DRAMA MAIL BOX...Raisin in the Sun author Lorraine Hans- 


berry answers Times reader who charges her with bor- 
rowing from O'Casey's Juno and the Paycock by pointing 
out that the elements he finds similar come straight from 
Negro life... Sound of Music, not Sound of Hunting , is 
the correct name of the Mary Martin show mentioned in 
last week's Column Tips in "CD." 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS.,.Dallas or San Francisco would go out 


its mind to get a 4 week series like Gian Carlo Menotti 

is staging in Spoleto, and Sullivan, News, was so impressed 
that he is going to try to talk Menotti into skipping Italy 
next summer and presenting his festival in a US city... 

If the minority faction of National Commision on Teacher 
Education and Professional Standards are successful in 
limiting the use of Shakespeare because his plays "reflect 
totalitarian influences", then the US libraries are in for 
the biggest book burning since Hitler, predicts Robb , 
World Telegram & Sun. Scholarship and sanity are on the 
skids if this is allowed to happen. 


SUMMER ODE..The star , not the play, is the thing on the sum- 


mer circuit, comments Herald Tribune editorial. Most 
barns try to avoid dramas that would tax the mind or rouse 
untidy emotions. Thus for every summer fling at Williams 
or O'Neill there are twenty versions of Up in Mabels Room 
or The Merry Widow and this is as it should be. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...East Berlin theatre is the most excit- 


ing in Europe today, Robert Whitehead told Little, Herald 
Tribune. There is an extraordinary standard of production 
and acting by a highly conditioned company in the Berliner 
Ensemble Theatre which has found a style, and within that 
style, a total reality. The creative level is high and so is 
the entertainment. This quality can be achieved in the US 
only by the conditioning and continuity Lincoln Center is 
being created to achieve. Whitehead is consultant on drama 
for Lincoln Center and will also visit the Soviet on his Eur- 
opean trip. 


The refurbishing of Broadway theatres by both the 
Shuberts, City Investing Company and independent owners 
is an important event of the past season that should not be 
glossed over in, season-end summaries. Frankly realizing 
that any possibility for new theatres in the midtown area 
are about as dim as the next press release on the subject, 
the current owners have set out to make more comfortable 
and attractive the houses which will be used, TV willing, 
for many more years to come. With the installation of new 
air conditioning systems the Broadway theatres will be 
ready for year-round theatre attendance and perhaps some 
day even year round scheduling of new productions. The 
money and imagination of the theatre owners must be eq- 
ualled by the money and imagination of the theatre pro - 
ducers to make this possible for the mutual benefit of all 
concerned with NY theatre. 


* 


The gossip column item that some of the 42nd St 
"grind" movie houses may be rented by Broadway pro- 
ducers to book their fall shows is another vital tip-off of 
a possible means of increasing the number of NY theatres 
the easy way. The aid of the various theatre unions should 
be sought prior to the completion of any such plans to avoid 
the disappointment inherent the last time a try was made to 
use one of these former legit theatres for an almost con- 


tinuous performance policy of The Respectful Prostitute. 


* * 


The possibility that the Theatre Collection of the NY 
Public Library now literally bursting its stacks at the 42nd 
St Central Building may become part of the Lincoln Center 
Library-Museum is heartening news to anyone who has ever 
used this reference collection. But it would seem wrong for 
the emphasis of the fund raising of such a project to fall on 
the Theatre Collection itself. With the millions being raised 
for the Lincoln Square project, an extra million or two for 
the historic collections of the theatre, dance and music 
fields would not seem to be an extravagance, 


Shakespeare, just like the month in that song, is bust- 
ing out all over, inspite of the slightly’mad attempt of some 
college teachers who suggest that there has been an over- 
emphasis of the Bard's works in high schools and college. 
This thought would seem un-American, or at least- anti- 
British, and should certainly be stamped as insane. The 
worth of Shakespeare 's plays and poems are past the point 
of argument, even the Bacon theory supporters will concede 
that. The long-term popularity of the plays, hits in every 
language for several centuries, assure them of their right- 
ful place in school studies, Though banning the Bard might 
even make him more popular than ever. 


* 


With jet planes and big enough airfields the ambitious 
theatre fan could see about 20 productions of Tunnel of Love, 
and a like number of Say Darling and Once More With Feeling, 
this week on the summer circuit, eastern division. That an 
audience exists for such light-hearted fluff, recently avail- 
able on Broadway and either recently or soon to be filmed, 
is the conviction of experienced summer theatre operators. 
With or without stars the same productions are being pre- 
sented at almost every summer stop. The imaginative straw- 
hat producers , sure enough or brave enough, to present un- 
usual theatre fare can be counted on one hand. Summer theatre 
patrons who come back year after year to see the same plays, 
with perhaps different stars, are certainly tried and tested 
stage struck folk who deserve better. 


* 


Now that September is almost booked solid, on andOff 
Broadway, it might be possible that this next season will 
open in the unheard of month of August ? 


* 
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This weekly chart of CRITICAL DIGEST presents up-t0-date data on current business and 
critical reaction to current Broadway and Off Broadway shows. Top week-end box office 
prices and opening dates are listed. 


SUBSCRIBERS may phone, write or call in person for any other specific data and/or for 
details of late reviews. 


"C"- Critical- figures refer to percentage of PRO reviews filed by NYC 7 daily reviewers. 
PRO means show was recommended for entertaining and/or stimulating evening, not if the 
critic predicted if show would be a commercial hit or not ( earn back its investment.) 
"B"- Business- figures refer to percentage of gross sales last week. %B figures refer to 
percentage OF past week's attendance and indicates current availability of tickets. CAP 
figures refer to gross capacity of houses on Broadway in thousands of dollars. Figures 
that follow are corrected estimates by VARIETY for past week and previous weeks' 
business. All figures are in thousands of dollars. Thus 100% B Cap %68--$68-$64 $64- 
means that the past week the show was a 100% sell-out, the previous week's business was 
$64,000, etc 


DESTRY RIDES AGAIN 255 W 45 80% C-2 Con-Times,H Trib-3 raves 
Imperial $9.40 4/23/59 CO 5-2412 100% B- Cap $65-$68 $67 $67 $66 $66 
FLOWER DRUM SONG 246 W 44 90% C- 1 Con- Post 
St James $8.05 12/8/59 LA 4-4664 100% B- Cap $62--$63 $63 $63 $63 $63 
GYPSY 1681 Bway 100% C- 7 Pro- J Am milder on book 
Broadway $9/40 5/21/59 Cl 7-7992 100% B- Cap $83--$83 $82 $71(7) $83 
J.B. 245 W 52 100% C- 7 pro-2 OK j Daly-News, WTS 
ANTA $6.90 12/11/58 CI 6-6270 75% B- Cap $45--$29 $27 $23 $25 $27 
LA PLUME 242 W 45 100% C- 6 raves- Times milder okay 
Royale $8.05 11/11/58 CI 5-5760 100% B- Cap $44--$45 $45 $45 $45 $45 
MAJORITY OF ONE 235 W 44 90% C- 1 Con-News- all raves co-stars 
Shubert $6.90 2/16/59 CI 6-5990 100% B- Cap $53--$53 $53 $53 $53 $53 
MAKE A MILLION 225 W 45 60% C- 4 pro- Trib, Mir, J Am, WTS 
Morosco $6.90 10/24/58 CI 6-0230 60% B- Cap $36--$20 $18 $16 $13 $15 $15 
MARRIAGE GO ROUND 236 W 45 40% C- 3 Pro- Times, News, WTS 
Plymouth $6.90 10/29/59 CI 6-9156 Vacations to Sept 15- box office open 
MUSIC MAN 245 W 44 100% C- 6 Pro raves show- H Trib milder 
Majestic $8.05 12/19/57 CI 6-0730 100% B- Cap $70--$71 $71 $60 $65 $68 $67 
MY FAIR LADY 235 W 51 100%C 7 raves play-News okay P, Char 
Hellinger $8.05 3/15/56 PL 7-7064 100% B- Cap $70- $70 $70 $70 $70 $70 $70 
PLEASURE COMPANY 255 w 45 90% C- 1 Con- Post 
Music Box $6.90 10/22/58 Cl 6-4636 90% B- Cap $38--$34 $30 $27 $24 $27 
RAISIN IN SUN 243 W 47 100% C- most raves, slight reservations 
Barrymore $6.90 3/11/59 CI 6-0390 100% B- Cap $41-- : $42 $42 $42 $42 
REDHEAD 226 W 46 80% C- 1 Con-Times 6 raves G Verdon 
46th St $9.20 2/5/59 CI 6-4271 100% B- Cap $62--$63 $63 $62 $55 $62 
SWEET BIRD YOUTH 302 W 45 100% © - 7 pro- 6 raves- post milder 
Beck $6.90 3/10/59 Cl 6-6363 100% B- Cap $48--$47 $47 $43 $42 $46 
TWO SEESAW 222 W 46 90% C- 1 Con-WTS- 5 raves orig cast 
Booth $6.90 1/16/58 Cl 6-5969 95% B- Cap $31--$29 $26 $23 $20 $21 $22 
WORLD S WONG 235 W 44 60% C- 4 pro- Mir,J Am, WTS, Post 
Broadhurst $6.90 10/14/58 Cl 6-6699 65% B- Cap $47--$32 $29 $27 $23 $29 


CD PROS & CONS 


PROS: Gypsy, La Plume, Make A Million, Majority of One, Music Man, My Fair Lady 
Pleasure of Company, Raisin in Sun, Redhead, Sweet Bird Youth, Two Seesaw, 
Boy Friend, Buoyant Billions, Getting Married, Leave It to Jane, Once UPon 
a Mattress, Many Loves, Our Town, 3 Penny Opera 


CONS: Destry, J,B.,Marriage Go Round, World S. Wong 
Billy Barnes Revue, Enemy of People, Young & Beautiful 


RATINGS OF NYC CRITICS 


1958-59 season ratings of NYC drama critics on current On and Off Broadway shows by 
CRITICAL DIGEST. %CD figures are percentage of pro votes in comparison to con votes 
on both current Broadway and Off Broadway shows, details of each under On Pro, On Con, 
Off Pro, Off Con. VARIETY seasonal figures are percentages of favorable ( predicting 
hits properly) reviews filed by reviewers for entire season for On Broadway shows only. 


33 shows CD %% On Pro On-Com Off Pro Off Con Variety '57-58 '56-'57 
Times 70% 12 = 13 4 . 340 291 
H. Trib 70 % 13 3 13 4 
Mirror 85% 15 1 15 3 458 446 
News 65% 13 3 u 6 . 500 . 541 
J. Am 80% 15 1 13 4 500 469 
Post 70% 12 4 15 3 448 ~404 
W.T-Sun 95% 15 1 17 0 .600 234 


OFF BROADWAY 


BILLY BARNES REVUE 
York $4. 85 6/9/59 


Ist & 64 5 Pro- 
TR 9-4138 2 Con- Times, News 


BOY FRIEND 31 Comm 5 Pro- Times, H Trib, J Am 
Cherry Lane $4. 60 1/26/59 CH 2-4468 WTS, Post 

CRUCIBLE 32 & Bway 7 Pro- Unanimous raves 

Martinque $4.15 3/11/58 PE 6-3056 revival Miller drama 

DR UNKARD 162-2nd Av 4 Pro- Times, H Trib, WTS, J, Am 
Gate $2.50 6/23/59 OR 4-8796 2 Con- News, Post 


ENEMY OF PEOPLE 
Actors Play $4.60 2/4/59 


100-7th Av S 4 Pro- Times, Trib, Post, WTS 
OR 5-1036 3 Con- News, Mirror, J Am 


LEAVE IT TO JANE 99-7th Av S 5 Pro- 


Sher Sq $4.50 5/25/59 CH 2-9244 2 Con- H Trib, News 
MARK TWAIN TONITE! 125 W 41 7 Pro- Unanimous for one man 
4lst St $4.60 4/6/59 BR 9-3631 show by Hal Holbrook 
ONCE UPON A MATTRESS 189-2nd Av 6 Pro- 
Phoenix $4.95 5/11/59 AL 4-0525 1 Con- News 
OUR TOWN 5 Sher Sq 7 Pro- Unanimous approval 
Circle $4.50 3/23/59 OR 5-9437 revival Wilder prize play 
3 PENNY OPERA 121 Chris 3 Pro- Times, Trib, Post 
De Lys $4.85 9/20/55 WA 4-8782 
2x 4 146 W4 1 Pro- Post 

Showplace 6/2/59 AL 4-5648 1 Con- Times 
WALT Z OF TOR EADORS 162-2nd Av 3 Pro- H Trib, J Am, Post 
Cricket $3.60 4/6/59 OR 4-3960 
YOUNG & BEAUTIFUL 21 E 60 2 Pro- Times, WTS 
T. East $2.95 5/28/59 TE 2-9220 4 Con- Trib, J Am, Mir, Post 


SHAW REPERTORY 133 Mac Doug’ Buoy Bill- 6 Pro- 1 Con- Mirror 


Province $3. 90 5/26/59 GR 7-9894 Gett Marr- 4 Pro- 1 Con- J Am- No News 
VERSE REPERTORY 530-6th Av Many Loves-l Pro-2 Con- Trib, Post 
Living $3.45 1/13/59 CH 3-4569 Cave of Mac- 
SONG OF NORWAY NY Phone 7 Pros- 4 Raves 
Jones Beach $4.80 6/25/59 CA 1-1000 
HELLZASPLASHIN NY Phone 2 Pro- Mir, Post 
Flushing $2. 50 6/24/59 OL 1-3131 5 Con 
SHAKES REPERTORY NYC Phone Romeo- 3 Pro- Trib, J Am, WTS-4 Con 
Stratford $5.75 6/12/59 MU 7-1272 

THEATRE CALENDAR 


Cave of Machpelah- Living 6/30 And Thoughts of Youth-Provine /ll/1 
Fiorella- 

Highest Tree- Longacre 1l/4 

Tenth Man- 11/5 

Sound of Music- Lunt 11/12 
Masterpiece- 11/12 

Only in America- Cort 11/16 


Merry Wives- Stratford, Conn 7/8 
The Connection- Living- 7/8 

All's Well- Stratford, Conn 7/29 
Julius Caesar- Cent. Park 8/3 


A Taste of Honey- Lyceum 9/8 
Hamlet- Little 9/9 

3 Sisters- 4th St 9/10 

Japan Girl Theatre- Takarazuka-9/16 
Much Ado About Nothing- Lunt 9/17 
Simone- Gate 9/23 

Shakuntala- St Marks 9/29 

Vincent- Cricket 9/30 

Duel of Angels- Coronet 9/? 


Five Fingered Exercise-Music Box 12/2 
Silent Night, Lonely Night-Morosco 12/3 
Saratoga- W. Garden 12/7 
L'Hurlerberlu-ANTA 12/8 

Goodbye Charley- 12/16 

Mrs 'Arris Goes to Paris-Alvin 12/17 
Dear Liar- 12/28 

Loss of Roses- Coronet 12/30 


Gang's All Here- Ambassador 10/1 
Great God Brown- Phoenix 10/5 
Summer 17th Doll- Players 10/5 
Happy Town- 54th St 10/6 

At Drop of Hat- Golden 10/8 
Midnight Sun- 10/13 

Moonbirds- 10/14 

Heartbreak House- National 10/18 
Miracle Worker- Playhouse 10/19 
Warm Peninsula- Hayes 10/20 
Mother Courage- 10/21 
Connecticut Summer-Shubert 10/22 
Girls Against Boys- Alvin 10/27 
Golden Fleecing- Miller 10/? 


Pink Jungle- Plymouth 1/U 
Last Days of Lincoln-1/14 
Saturday Night- 54th St 1/21 
Deseret-Anderson 1/26 


A Mighty Man is He- 2/11 
Paris Not So Gay- 3/10 


This weekly NYC THEATRE NEWSLETTER DIGEST SER VICE--now in 
its 10th year of service to theatre professionals--directors-producers- 
investor s-editor s-teachers-college libraries-drama departments- etc-- 
coast to coast--presents each week of the week a concise 15 minute sum- 
mary of all theatre news, comments, reviews, etc- contained in the past 
week's 2100 pages of 7 NYC daily newspapers--Plus Fact Chart of critical 
& business reaction-Up-to-date calender... Free Research and late review 
data via mail, phone or in person...Summer issues cover strawhat scene 
coast to coast as reviewed and reported in 30 top dailies of 13 metropolitan 
areas coast to coast, plus preview of fall plans for Broadway and Off Broad- 
$25 per year way. 


Check attached... . Bill Company. s+ 


ge 


